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lips should either be actually opened, or so lightly closed
that the stream of air can easily break the contact. We
shall presently consider the various noises which may be
produced by the air passing through the lips, and need
now, therefore, make no further remark on the subject.

It is possible to allow the air to pass only through
the passage just described when the teeth are closed,
if the cheeks are drawn closely across the molar teeth
by the buccinator muscle. The air then streams through
the slit between the two rows of incisors with a hissing
noise.

If the tension of the cheeks is diminished by drawing
back the corners of the mouth, the stream of air can
also pass through the cavities of the cheeks; and, indeed,
the greater portion will follow that course, if a strong
expiratory effort drives forward such a mass of air that
the oral cavity is filled to excess, and the air which
cannot escape through the fissure between the rows of
incisors rushes through the outlet afforded by the cavities
of the cheeks. A stream of air taking this direction
gives rise to a rushing noise in the cheeks, sometimes
scarcely perceptible, but which may be very loud when
produced by a strong current of air. In the latter form
it is employed to mimic violent anger.

When the teeth are separated, the current of air can
pass out unhindered. The cavity of the cheeks may at
the same time be either destroyed by pressing the cheeks
upon the molar teeth, or retained by drawing back the
angles of the mouth. In both cases the air passes
through with a scarcely perceptible breathing sound, or,
if the current is strong, with a louder blowing noise.

If the lips are sufficiently compressed, the cavities of
the cheeks may be fully expanded by the expired current
of air either with closed or open teeth, and the air can